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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Accidentals hold through the measure and affect only the specified octave and staff
All harmonics are notated at sounding pitch.

Duration: approximately 12 minutes

Program Notes

The title is taken from a quote by Willa Cather, “The end is nothing; the road is all.” A
traveler herself, Cather's words are an example of the myriad ways that this sentiment has
been expressed over the centuries.

The direct simplicity of the common phrase, “The journey of a thousand miles begins with
one step,” (Lao Tzu, 6 BCE), contrasts nicely with a more contemporary version, evocative
of inexplicable vulnerability:

"l woke up as the sun was reddening; and that was the one distinct time in my life, the
strangest moment of all, when | didn't know who | was — | was far away from home,
haunted and tired with travel, in a cheap hotel room I'd never seen, hearing the hiss of
steam outside, and the creak of the old wood of the hotel, and footsteps upstairs, and all
the sad sounds, and | looked at the cracked high ceiling and really didn't know who | was for
about fifteen strange seconds." (Kerouac).

For me, the road became all when | began hitchhiking and hopping freight trains in my early
twenties. My longest trip lasted for |.5 years, spanned 16,000 miles and crossed 36 states.
Motion and rhythm, wind and rain: surrender and unfettered time.

The traveler in the piece is the oboe: reluctant at first, holding on to the F, but eventually
the principal initiator of forward momentum. The opening stasis is reinterpreted
throughout the piece to provide moments of repose in an otherwise largely through-
composed journey.

CONTACT

pfaff.william@gmail.com
cell: 518.578.3438
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